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Mathematics and Mind 
A Conference on the Philosophy of Mathematics at Amherst 
College, April 5-7, 1991 
The Philosophy Department of Amherst College is pleased to announce a Confer- 
ence on the Philosophy of Mathematics to take place at the College from the 
evening of Friday, April 5 until midday Sunday, April 7, 1991. The theme of the 
conference is Mathematics and Mind. The speakers and the titles of their talks will 
be: 
GEORGE BOOLOS (MIT): The Advantages of Theft over Honest Toil 
MICHAEL DUMMETT (Oxford): What is Mathematics About? 
MICHAEL HALLETT (McGill): Hilbert and the Laws of Thought 
DANIEL ISAACSON (Oxford): Mathematical Intuition and Objectivity 
CHARLES PARSONS (Harvard): Intuition and Number 
WILFRIED SIEG (Carnegie-Mellon): On Mechanical Procedures (and Aspects of 
Mathematical Experience) 
W. W. TAIT (Chicago): The Law of excluded Middle and the Axiom of Choice 
General discussion of each paper will be opened by a commentator. 
There is a registration fee for the Conference ($10; waived for students). A 
luncheon (optional) will be served on Saturday and on Sunday ($12 each; $5 for 
students) and a dinner/reception (optional) Friday evening ($16; $5 for students). 
Please make your checks payable to “The Trustees of Amherst College” and send 
them to the address below. Accommodation will be available at The Lord Jeffery 
Inn (413-253-2576), The Campus Center Hotel (413-549-6000), and The University 
Motor Lodge (413-256-8111). Please make your reservations directly. 
For further information about the Conference, please contact Ms. Deirdre Smith, 
Department of Philosophy, Amherst College, Amherst, MA 01002, USA: tele- 
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phone: (413) 542-5805; FAX: (413) 542-5790; electronic mail address: 
DCSMITH@AMHERST.BITNET. This Conference is being sponsored by the 
Forry Fund in Philosophy and Science and by Amherst College. 
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Seminar on Astronomy and Mathematics in Ancient and 
Medieval India: A Dialogue between Traditional Scholars and 
University-Trained Scientists 
By R. C. Gupta 
Birlu Institute of Technology, P.O. Mesru, Runchi 835215, India 
A national seminar on Astronomy and Mathematics in Ancient and Medieval 
India: A Dialogue between Traditional Scholars and University-Trained Scientists 
was organized under the joint auspices of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta (founded 
in 1784), and the Indian Council for Philosophical Research, New Delhi, in collabo- 
ration with the Ramakrishna Mission Institute, Calcutta. It was held on the prem- 
ises of the R. K. Mission Institute from May 19 to 21, 1987. This conference 
provided an opportunity for presentation of views on the three major aspects-his- 
tory, philosophy, and sociology-of the two exact sciences in India during pre- 
modern times. The approximately 60 participants were mostly scientists, Indolo- 
gists, historians of science, and pandits (traditional scholars). 
In addition to the eight academic sessions, there was an inaugural session 
and a plenary session with which the meeting ended. The program of talks and 
presentation of papers may be briefly described as follows. 
In his opening remarks at the inaugural session, Professor A. K. Saha, chairman 
of the organizing committee, said that scientists seem to be generally confident of 
their discoveries, laws, and beliefs, whereas philosophers question many aspects 
of these. He added that, in the past, dialogues have provided “a very important 
method for enlarging the boundaries of knowledge. ” He also pointed out that, in 
